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the same time bring Russia to destruction. Rather
than conform to his ideas I chose, when it became neces-
sary, to resign my post, and no one has been, or still is,
more severe upon Nicholas II. in regard to his short-
comings as Sovereign and master of the destinies of his
people than I. Nevertheless, I feel it to be all the more
incumbent upon me to proclaim that, as a man, he
inspired, by a union of rare qualities of heart and charm-
ing traits of character, a sentiment of deep sympathy,
which I felt in common with all who knew him intimately.
Even after parting from him politically I have never
ceased to cherish the most profound and faithful attach-
ment for his person, and his tragic end has been one of
the greatest sorrows of my life.
As a general rule it is necessary to have lived in close
proximity to a Sovereign and to have breathed the air
of a court in order to pass judgment upon certain psycho-
logical phenomena which proceed from a peculiar
environment and special conditions not found elsewhere.
If it is true that a Sovereign sees men and things through
a false atmosphere, which often transforms them and
obscures Ms vision, it is equally true that he himself is
rarely revealed as he is, and so becomes, as it were, a
legendary person, known to the world only as described
by writers who have lacked opportunity to know him
thoroughly. The error common to authors of books
of the sort I have just mentioned consists in a belief that
it is passible to judge of so complex and vague a character
as that of Nicholas IL by the mere reading of documents
and by hearsay. A nice appreciation of his personality
is the more difficult, hedged as it is within a restricted
circle and, therefore, known veritably to a very limited
group of people*
It is a curious fact that the usual descriptions of the